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REMEMBRANCES OF ARNOLD PALMER

A Speech Given by MG Orender, President of Hampton Golf, at a Professional
Golfers’ Association Event honoring Arnold Palmer on his goth Birthday

| grew up in the late 50s and 60s and the two biggest sports icons | clearly remember are Mickey Mantle
and Arnold Palmer. Though our family did not play golf or even take it up until the mid-1960s, my father
was fascinated Arnold Palmer - a guy just like him from a blue collar background and coal mine country
who took the world of golf by storm. | couldn’t have dreamt that through my career, | would get to spend
so much time with Mr. Palmer. Out of all my memaories of him, two events stand out in my mind that sum
up exactly who he is and why he is “The King.”

The first event happened around the time | met him for the first time. That encounter was at the Senior
Event in Tampa where he plaved each vear, especially in the early days of the Senior Tour, when it was
really a series of exhibitions. | ran the scoring tent for the North Florida Section and one day Mr. Palmer
noticed me sneaking Chi-Chi Rodriguez out of the back of the tent. He asked me where that back door
would take him and | told him to the back of the locker room. Mr. Palmer said he was tight on time so |
slipped him out. The next day he thanked me and told me he owed me one.

The following day my Dad was at the event. | asked Mr. Palmer to sign his card and | also asked if he would
say ‘Hello.” He got up, and asked me to point out my Dad. He was three people back from the rope. Mr.
Palmer walked out, called him by name, shook his hand as he pulled him through the ropes and talked
about life in and around the coal mines of Pennsylvania and West Virginia. If | hadn’t been a fan before
then, he definitely got my Dad and | for life that day.

The second event that stands out to me was when Bruno, the original head of the Senior Tour, retired.
There was a huge dinner in his honor held during the Mutual of Omaha Legends Event in 5t. Augustine.
Several people came to the podium to speak in including the Commissioner, Jack Nicklaus and others. But
when Arnold Palmer was invited to speak, he rose to go to the dais and every player and guest in the room
stood. | realized at that moment how much Arnold Palmer had meant to all of us that love the game of golf
and that his peers also shared that love. That is the reason he is called “The King.”

As time passed in my career and | continued to move through the chairs in the PGA on my way to being
the President, | had the opportunity to spend time with Arnold Palmer and Ed Seay, and | also had the
privilege of playing golf with Mr. Palmer on several occasions. In addition, his firm designed several
courses for my company which gave us other social and professional opportunities. Over the years,
whenever | asked him to play in the Monigue Burr Tournament, for an autograph for a friend or a charity,
a hand written note or to spend time with someone, he never said no.

There has never been another like him and | don’t believe there will ever be one who can touch the world
like Mr. Palmer did. He has influenced and inspired so many of us in the business of golf and all of us who
love the game. He is and always will be “The King,” and | wish him a Happy go™ Birthday, continued good
health and happiness.
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